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Browser on the Gates Foundation Computers

· The title bar gives the name of the Program being used (Microsoft Internet Explorer) and the title of the Web page being viewed in the document display area.  The title is given by the author of the Web page and generally reflects the contents of the document.

· The menu bar offers drop-down menus providing basic file and navigational commands, help screens, and a variety of options for customizing the appearance of the screen.

· The standard toolbar with buttons gives one click access to the most common navigational commands, including Back, Forward, Home and Stop.  When you click on either Favorites (like bookmarks in Netscape) or Search a rectangular window opens in the left part of the Internet Explorer screen.  To close this additional window without closing Internet Explorer, click on the X within the rectangle.

· When you click on the Favorites button you will see folders with Web sites in them.  Click on a Web site inside the Favorites window (or inside a folder) to go directly to the Web site. 

· When you click on the Search button you can conduct a search by typing in the boxes in the left side of the screen.  Your search results will appear to the right.

· The address toolbar shows the location of the document in the display area.  It is also the place where you type an Internet address to go to a different Web site.

· The document display area takes up the largest part of the screen.  This is where you find the content of the Web page.  Links within a Web page are usually distinguished by being a different color than surrounding text and are sometimes underlined.

· The status bar tells you what the browser is doing while it is loading a Web page.  When you place your cursor over a link on a Web page, the status bar displays a preview of the URL (Internet address) that you will retrieve if you choose to click on the link.

· The scroll bar allows you to move through the document.  The scroll bar button within the scroll bar is proportional to the length of the current document and can be dragged up and down the scroll bar to move quickly to a new spot in the document.
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