Exercise #1
How Does Google "Think" about Your Searches?

In this exercise you will try some Google searches, explore, and then discuss what Google does and
does not do with your search termsin its default search mode.

Instructions. Use basic Google (google.com) for all searchesin this exercise. Write
down your answer for as many of the questions as you can answer. When you reach a
ST0P

stop sign symbol , please pause and wait for group discussion before continuing.

1. Search ontheterms. google page rank
a. Does Google seem to automatically insert and or or between search terms?

b. IsthereaCached link for al of the pagesin thefirst two screens (top 20 results)?
If thereisno Cached link, why isit missing?

c. Click ontheword Cached in thelast line of aresult to see your search terms
highlighted. Areall of your search termsin all of the results?

d. Inone of the pages that does not have all of your search terms, click on Cached.
What is the explanation given for retrieving the page?

2. Searchontheterms. californialibrarian
The words your search terms matched on arein bold in the titles, excerpt, and/or
URL of each page. What words did your search terms match on?

What is the technical term for this automatic matching on more forms of words
than you typed in?

What are ways you can keep Google from doing it?

3. Search ontheterms. which versusthat
Which words did Google usein its search?

What are ways to keep Google from doing this?
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Extreme Googling 2005 - This material has been created by Joe Barker for the Infopeople Project [infopeople.org], supported by the
U.S. Institute of Museum and Library Services under the provisions of the Library Services and Technology Act, administered in
California by the State Librarian. Any use of thismaterial should credit the author and funding source.




4. Perform each of the following searches. Make a note of the number of results
retrieved and what the top 10-20 results are about.

grass snake No. of hits
Top results seem to be about:

snake grass No. of hits
Top results seem to be about:

snakein thegrass No. of hits
Top results seem to be about:

1. Based on the search results from this search and all of the previous searchesin
Exercise 1, how would you describe Google's ranking of results?
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