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Principal Reason for the Census 
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1790 – 1800 - 1810 

1790 1800 - 1810 

Name of head of family 

Free White males under 16 years 

Free White males 16 years and 
upward 

Name of head of family 

Free White females Free White males and females tallied 
in age distributions 

Other free persons (by sex and 
color) 

All other free persons (except 
Indians not taxed) 

Slaves     Slaves 



1820 – 1830 - 1840 

1820 1830 - 1840 

Name of head of family   

Separation of free colored persons 
and slaves, by sex and age 
distribution 
Age questions about slaves that 
were owned 

Name of head of family 

Number of foreigners not 
naturalized 

Number of White persons who are 
foreigners not naturalized 



1850 – 1860 – 1870 - 1880 

1850 - 1860 1870 - 1880 

Name of each free person listed 
Two questionnaires:  one for free 
inhabitants and one for slaves 

All inhabitants to be counted as 
whole persons. 

Slaves listed by owner, not 
individually 

“C” added for Chinese (for all 
Asians) 

Slaves marked “B” if Black and “M” 
if Mulatto 

“I” added for American Indian 



1890 - 1900 
1890 1900 
The term “race” appears on 
questionnaires 
Japanese becomes a separate 
category 

“Mulatto” removed from “Color or 
Race” question  

Enumerators instructed to select: 
White 
Black 
Mulatto 
Quadroon 
Octaroon 
Chinese 
Japanese 
Indian 

Indian Population Schedule:                      
Enumerators instructed to use 
special expanded questionnaire for 
American Indians living on 
reservations or in family groups off 
of reservations.  Included on the 
questionnaire: “Fraction of person’s 
lineage that is White”   



1910 – 1920  

1910 1920 

Mulatto re-appears as category 

Question added about the 
respondent’s “mother tongue” 
“Ot” added to signify other races 
where the race could be written in 

Excludes the American Indian 
Population Schedule 

Indian Population Schedule 
features questions asking the 
individual’s proportion of White, 
Black, or American Indian lineage 

Added to “Color or Race” question: 
“Hin” - - Hindu 
“Kor” - - Korean 
“Fil” - - Filipino 



1930 - 1940 

1930 1940 
Special instructions given to 
enumerators to report race of 
interracial persons: 
 - - In all situations in which a 
person had White  and some 
other racial lineage, s/he is to be 
reported as that other race 
 - - Persons with minority 
interracial lineages to be 
reported as the race of their 
father (thru 1970) 
“Mexican” appears as a race for 
the first and only time 
“Neg” now signifies Negro or Black No significant changes in the race 

question 



1950 - 1960 

1950 1960 
The word “color” removed from the 
race question 

Questionnaires mailed to about 
60% of population and self-
enumeration begins on all 
questions, including race.  (In 
previous decades, a person’s race 
was determined by visual 
observation on the part of the 
enumerator, based on definitions in 
the official instructions.)  

Hindu and Korean removed from 
the race choices 

The word “color” re-added to the race 
question 
“Indian” changed to “American Indian” 

Supplemental American Indian 
questionnaire returns, but in 
abbreviated form 



1970 - 1980 

1970 1980 

“Negro or Black” included as choice Persons with minority interracial 
lineages to be reported as the 
race of their mother (thru 1990)  

“Korean” and Other Race option 
both re-added 

Term “color” again removed from 
the race question 

Ethnicity (Hispanic) asked of 5% 
sample of respondents (“long” 
form), with the following choices: 

Mexican 
Puerto Rican 
Cuban 
Central or South American 
Other Spanish 
None of these 

Several options added to race 
question, including: 

Vietnamese 
Indian (East) 
Guamanian 
Samoan 
Aleut 



1990 – 2000 

1990 2000 
Major race groups (5): 
--White 
--Black 
--American Indian or Alaska Native 
--Asian and Pacific Islander 
--Some Other Race 

Office of Management and 
Budget (OMB) publishes 
“Revisions to the Standards fort 
he Classification of Federal Data 
on Race and Ethnicity,” Federal 
Register Notice, October 30, 
1997, enabling multi-racial 
respondents to choose more 
than one race for the first time, 
and increasing the number of 
race categories from five to 63. 

Broad category “Asian and Pacific 
Islander (API)” appears for the first 
time, with checkboxes 

Asian and Pacific Islander category 
split into two:  (1) Asian; (2) Native 
Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander 



2010 

2010 

No changes to the major race categories 

Checkbox categories revised 



Main Uses of Census Data 
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Specific Uses of Race Data  
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Specific Uses of Race Data (continued) 
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Specific Uses of Race Data (continued) 
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Composite classification system 
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Why Categorize? 

!
!

!

!



Thank you! 

Seattle Regional Census Center 
Partnership & Data Services 
19820 North Creek Parkway 

Bothell, WA  98011 

Linda Clark 
Information Services Specialist 
linda.clark@census.gov 
425-908-3060 


