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How did this begin?





Kids Have All the Write Stuff:
Inspiring Your Children To
Put Pencil
(or Crayons or 

Felt-Tip Markers or Computers)
to Paper

by

Sharon A. Edwards

Robert W. Maloy











Note the zipper closure bag 
with ten markers labeled
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I write to please myself.



I decide how to use 

the Writing Box.



I choose what to write 

and

I know when it is finished.



I am a reader 

and 

writer

right now.



I have things to say 

and

write everyday.



I write when I play 

and 

play when I write.



I can write about 

my experience

and 

my imagination.



I spell the way 
I can

and 

learn to spell
as I write.



I learn as I write

and 

write as I learn.



What is the take-away for the 
librarian?

• To be able to articulate why writing is an 
essential part of literacy

• That supporting writing IS a part of our jobs
• That a Writing Box program is an inexpensive 

easy replicable, easily adaptable program for a 
range of ages and community members

• That the right-to-read includes the right to 
create and communicate  in a safe, non-
judgmental environment.



Be able to select and evaluate 
mentor texts for 
• diversity
• age relevance 
• as text to inspire thematic 

independent writing by children, 
teens, and adults



Provide a barrier -free access 

Page 32



Be able to understand writing as a 
facet of literacy 



Be able to understand how 
competency in writing develops in 
children 



Be able to provide and facilitate a 
safe, non- judgement writing space 
for children, young adults and their 
families. 



Recognize issues, challenges, 
and be prepared for  them



Writing and Reading

Read  Write  Now!













Edwards and Maloy observed parents and their 
children writing over a four-year period, then 
developed a formula for successful children’s learning: 



Play + Choice + Approximation + Risk-Taking = Children’s Learning 

Play Choice

Approximation Risk taking

Learning

Play + Choice + Approximation + Risk-Taking = Children’s Learning 

Play Choice

Approximation Risk taking

Learning

+
+ +

=



Play

The Writing Box program supports 
playful writing. 

Writing is not “work.” There is no 
“right way” to write. 



Choice 

We give parents and children a 
choice of prompts and materials.

We know that competent writing, 
like reading, takes practice. 



Approximation 

This means accepting good tries at 
spelling and sentence structure, and 
even at different ways of 
communicating meaning, without 
constantly criticizing or correcting. 



Risk-Taking 
We ask all participants to take a risk, to be 
willing to try something new: “I have never 
made a map before!” 

Librarians can model enthusiasm in the face 
of a fear of failure, and help parents 
overcome the instinct for perfectionism: 

“Let’s get the writing down on the page. We 
can look up how to spell when we revise 
later.” 







Mentor Text: Because of Winn Dixie, first page, first draft



Suggested writing topics, forms and 
sources for ideas 

Poetry
Pen Pals
Letter Writing
Hieroglyphics
Plays
Newspapers
Mazes
Lists

Thank You 
Notes
Recipes
Grocery Lists
Secret Codes
Menus
Journals
Word Puzzles
Maps

Signs
Stories
Cartoons
Bookmaking
Poetry
Jokes and 
Riddles
Secret 
Messages



At the Public Library
Continuity and Consistency

• 8 weeks

• 1 hour  a week, formal program

• Writing boxes available at the reference desk  
for check out for in-library use



Eight reproducible workshops

1. Maps
2. Cartoons
3. Hieroglyphics
4. Menus and Recipes
5. Newspapers
6. Postcards and Letters
7. Poetry
8. Handmade books



Five Common Elements 
For A Writing Box Program

1. Books related to the topic- Mentor Texts

2. Creation of sample by the librarian

3. Modeling the action of writing

4. A simple interaction with the children

5. Writing Box materials



What did I forget?



The space













Grown ups
Parents

Care Givers
Special Friends
Grandparents









Five Common Elements 
For A Writing Box Program

1. Books related to the topic- Mentor Texts

2. Creation of sample by the librarian

3. Modeling the action of writing

4. A simple interaction with the children

5. Writing Box materials



Books Related To The Topic
or Mentor Texts



What am I looking for in 
the books I select for 
mentor texts? 



A riveting story,
whether fiction or 
informational



Juicy Language



Compelling 
Art

Does the art 
reflect and 
illuminate 
the text?



Age relevance: does it engage and 
inform its intended audience?



Accuracy reflecting diversity 
of culture, nationalities, 
economy, and abilities. 



Dramatic page turns: the 
art of the picture book 
hinges on compelling
page turns.



Consistent style 
Is it excellent throughout and is the 
voice consistent?



Read-aloud-ability: is it a joy to read 
aloud?



Looking at the art of the book, 

• What media is used? Do watercolor
illustrations serve the story? Is the art 

accomplished or amateur? 

• Is this a serious biography? 

• Do visual elements add to or distract from 
the text? 

• Is the layout clean and communicative, or 
is it confusing? 

• Are pieces of the pictures lost in the 
gutter? 



Writing sample



Dear Paul,
Maggie and I 
miss you.  
She waits by the 
door every night.
Love, Lisa

Paul Von Drasek

In a hotel in San Diego

San Diego CA 98765



Other Side of Postcard













Read Aloud Mapping Sam



Model the 
making of a 
map.
This is very 
quick, just a 
few minutes.

Have a short 
discussion
What is a 
map?











Maps
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Modeling





























Cartoon Template                           





Cartoons



http://images.amazon.com/images/P/0316329916.01.LZZZZZZZ.jpg
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Newspapers 



Newspapers









Accessibility





Collaborating: 
Writing Is Noisy Business







Postcards



























Sharing

















Respecting Privacy







Getting the Buy-in
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Inexpensive
Supports Literacy
Multigenerational
Replicable

Fun!



Stuff that comes up

• Privacy
• Spelling
• Blocks-inspiration
• Writer/editor
• Parents
• Standing back, not commenting-describing-can you 

tell me about your writing? What do you want to 
say?

• Perfectionism



They who make no 
mistakes make 
nothing



The most significant outcome of a 
Writing Box program is a cohort of 
participants who gain confidence 
and competency in their writing. 



Evaluating Outcomes

• Are the children and young adults engaged in 
the work? 

• Are they excited about their writing, about 
sharing it, and about their peers’ work? 

• Is attendance steady or growing? 
• Are participants engaged?

Do they write?
• Are their adults writing? 



Do they seem excited to be 
there, or are their adults 
making them attend? 



Is the topic open 
enough to engage 
writers of different 
skill levels and ages? 



outcomes

• Are participants borrowing titles on display, 
and titles that tie in with a session’s project? 

• When materials are available at the reference 
desk, are writers requesting and using them? 

• Have we had requests for an expansion of the 
program? 

• Have community groups like the Girl Scouts of 
America asked to participate? 



















































Fold heavy stock in half



What people think I like best 
or am like from my outsides

Reading books, libraries, 
teaching…  



What I really like 
best underneath.

Dogs, 
Dogs,
Dogs,
Dogs,
Puppies
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