


 Settling in the United States 

 Your rights and 

responsibilities

 Petitioning for family

 Becoming a U.S. Citizen

 Tools and Resources



Find a place to live
 Renting and buying

 Laws that protect from discrimination

 Housing and Urban Development (HUD)

Education
 Public schools, colleges and universities

 Adult schools: National Literacy Directory

Employment
 Laws that protect from discrimination

 Equal Employment Opportunity Commission (EEOC)

 Visit E-verify to verify records

http://www.hud.gov/
http://www.literacydirectory.org/
http://www.eeoc.gov/
http://www.dhs.gov/E-verify


As a lawful permanent resident you have 

certain rights in the United States to:

 Live and work anywhere in the United States;

 Attend public school and college;

 Apply for a Social Security # and driver’s 

license;

 Travel internationally under certain 

conditions; and

 Join certain branches of the U.S. Armed 

Forces.



You may petition for certain family members.

Form I-130, Petition for Alien Relative:

 Lawful permanent residents may only petition 

for spouses, unmarried children under age 21, 

and unmarried sons and daughters.

 Generally, approved petitions are stored at the 

National Visa Center (NVC).

 NVC will notify the petitioner and their family 

member when their priority dates become 

available and when they can apply for their 

permanent residency.



Category All Other 
Countries

China India Mexico Philippines

Unmarried 
son/daughter 
(over 21) of 
U.S. Citizen

22OCT11 22OCT11 22OCT11 01AUG97 01APR07

Spouse/child 
of permanent 
resident

08JAN17 08JAN17 08JAN17 15DEC16 08JAN17

Unmarried
son/daughter 
of permanent 
resident

01AUG12 01AUG12 01AUG12 22SEP97 22JUL07

Married
son/daughter 
of U.S. citizen

08SEP06 08SEP06 08SEP06 15JAN96 01JAN96

Sibling of U.S. 
citizen

22SEP05 22SEP05 08JUL04 08FEB98 01JAN96



You must:

 Obey all federal, state, and local laws;

 Register with the Selective Service if you 

are a male between the ages of 18 and 26;

 Change your address on the USCIS 

Change of Address webpage within 10 

days every time you move; and

 File all required federal, state, and local 

income taxes. 

http://www.uscis.gov/addresschange


To maintain your immigration status:

 Don’t move and settle in a new country

 Understand the consequences of 

traveling back to your home country

 Avoid long absences from the U.S.

 Understand the consequences of 

criminal or other serious behavior



Lawful permanent residents who

engage in or are convicted of

certain crimes in the U.S. could be

removed from the country, and in

certain circumstances, lose their

eligibility for U.S. citizenship.



Generally, to become a naturalized citizen, you must:
 Be at least 18 years old at the time of application

 Be a permanent resident of the United States

 Meet the continuous residence and physical presence 
requirements

 Live in the USCIS district where you file your application

 Have good moral character

Unless you are eligible for an exemption or waiver, you 

must also demonstrate:
 Basic understanding of the English language

 Knowledge of U.S. history and government

 Attachment to the U.S. Constitution



www.uscis.gov



my.uscis.gov



The USCIS webpage offers the following free services:

 Check your case status

 Change your address

 Check processing times

 Make an InfoPass appointment

 “How Do I” fact sheets

 Download forms

 Online filing (for some forms)

 Explore My Options

 Create an account on myUSCIS

 Ask Emma

Or call us at 800-375-5283.

http://www.uscis.gov/
https://egov.uscis.gov/casestatus/landing.do
https://www.uscis.gov/addresschange
https://egov.uscis.gov/cris/processTimesDisplayInit.do;jsessionid=bacXD1OC9RCyFagQNRyeu
https://my.uscis.gov/appointment
https://www.uscis.gov/tools/how-do-i-customer-guides
https://www.uscis.gov/forms
https://www.uscis.gov/file-online
https://my.uscis.gov/exploremyoptions
https://my.uscis.gov/
https://www.uscis.gov/emma




www.uscis.gov/tools/how-do-I-guides



Visit our multilingual resource webpage.

http://www.uscis.gov/multilingual


Visit the Citizenship Resource Center to:

 Learn about the rights and responsibilities 

of U.S. citizenship;

 Understand the naturalization process;

 Study for the test;

 Find citizenship classes; and

 Find legal assistance.

https://www.uscis.gov/citizenship


Visit the USCIS Avoid Scams webpage 

to learn more about:

 Form filing tips; 

 Common immigration scams; 

 How to report immigration scams; and 

 How to find legal services and help.

http://www.uscis.gov/avoid-scams
https://www.uscis.gov/forms-filing-tips
https://www.uscis.gov/avoid-scams/report-immigration-scams
https://www.uscis.gov/avoid-scams/find-legal-services
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www.uscis.gov/avoidscams www.uscis.gov/eviteestafas

http://www.uscis.gov/avoidscams
http://www.uscis.gov/eviteestafas








































• Vilaysay “Sai” Chang

• Community Relations Officer, 

USCIS-Sacramento

• Vilaysay.p.chang@uscis.dhs.gov

• 916-492-7313








