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Welcome to today’s Infopeople Webinar! 



MANY PATHS TO 
CONVERSATION: 

TECHNIQUES FOR 
SUCCESSFUL ESL CLUBS 

Hilda Lopez, Santa Clara City Library 
Emily Weak, Oakland Public Library 
Rachel Schmidt, Sunnyvale Public Library 



SUNNYVALE PUBLIC LIBRARY 
RACHEL SCHMIDT 



SANTA CLARA CITY LIBRARY  
HILDA LOPEZ 



OAKLAND PUBLIC LIBRARY 
EMILY WEAK 



Do you already have? 
An ESL Club 

Looking to start one 

Just curious 
 



DO YOU HAVE  
ENGLISH CLASSES?  



Get advice 
from experts!  



Warm & Inviting 
 Cozy 

Comfortable 
Fun  

Build confidence 
Talk, talk, talk 

Open to everyone 
Safe Place 

NOT SCHOOL 

 
 





Local knowledge 

Food is always good 

Ice Breakers 

Americanisms 

Speed Dating 
 



NO CURRICULUM 



STAFF TIME 



VOLUNTEERS 





Type ideas for topics in the chat 
window 



eslforlibraries.weebly.com 

Toolkit:  



SUCCESSFUL TOPICS 



NOT SO 
SUCCESSFUL 

TOPICS 









  

Hilda Lopez, 
HLopez@santaclaraca.gov 

 
Emily Weak  

EWeak@oaklandlibrary.org 
 

Rachel Schmidt 
RSchmidt@sunnyvale.ca.gov 


