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Top PHP Mistakes and Error Messages 
 
 
 
1.  Missing semi-colon 
 
2.  Misspelled variables and missing $ starting the variable name 
 
3.  Incomplete pairs for quotation marks, parentheses, curly brackets, etc. 
 

 
 
 
Error messages may refer to line numbers. These line 
numbers can be very deceptive. They may or may not 
be accurate because of how PHP reads the code and 
defines the error. Using Notepad in Windows XP, 
click View > Status Bar to make line numbers easier to 
find. 
 
 
 
Use of undefined constant title  

You probably forgot to include the $ in the variable name. 
 

parse error, unexpected '='  

You probably forgot to include the $ when referencing a variable.  
 

parse error, unexpected ')'  

parse error, unexpected '('  

You probably forgot a parenthesis' mate  
 

parse error, unexpected T_STRING  

You either forgot a quotation mark or a semi-colon at the end of the previous line.  
 

parse error, unexpected T_ELSE  

You have an else statement with no opening if statement. 
 


