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Sample Data Analysis Graphics 
 

Results must be put into perspective--either historical, or a comparison with others. Data is 
relevant when in context (e.g., in Library X, circulation is increasing, decreasing, variable across 
the city or county, higher than? lower than? etc.).  Findings that have a number attached are more 
apt to be credible. Displaying data graphically provides a picture people can recall days or weeks 
later. Bar charts and pie charts can be very useful. See examples below from Bookmarks for 
Needs Assessment Information Gathering and Survey Resources items.  
 
From: Focus on the Future: Needs Assessment and Strategic Planning for County and Regional 
Libraries, A How-To Manual, Chapter 4.6 Analyzing the Results. 
www.ocl.net/needs/four.html#foursix 
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From: Henderson District Public Libraries SnapShot Report by Civic Technologies 
www.civictechnologies.com/library/snapshotreport.cfm 
 
 

 
 
 


